A thought for Lent

Lord as we enter a time of ‘journey’, travelling through the 40 days of Lent toward the cross on Good Friday, and the joy that Easter Day brings, help us to remember as

we pray week in and week out, in the  words that Jesus taught his disciples;

That your kingdom come, and your will be done.

It’s  easy to say the words, far harder to mean them,

for they are concerned finally not just with you but with us.

We ask that you help us to understand that your kingdom is not just in the future,

 but something that begins with us, here and now,

so help us to recognise our role in bringing it nearer,

through the love we show, the care for others that we display,

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Amen

A prayer for  Mothering Sunday – March 18th 
As a mother protects her children, watching over them day by day,

alert to danger, and ready if necessary to sacrifice herself for their sakes,

so you Lord protect, your arms constantly encircling us,

your hands delivering us from harm.

For the intensity of your love, Lord Jesus we thank you.
For our  own Mothers

Loving God, we thank you for mothers – for all they mean

or have meant, for the love they have shown

and the care they have given.

We thank you for the qualities of mothers –

their patience, their kindness,

concern and understanding.
We thank you for the part they play in our lives,

and we thank you for this day of saying ‘thank you’

this opportunity to say what we so often mean to say

but so rarely do.  

For mothers and motherhood, 

for children and families

we bring you this day our grateful praise.
A thanksgiving  for the gift of new life

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life, 

And for the miracle of new birth,

The wonder of a  new born child, fashioned by your hand,

Lovingly created, and bringing such joy to so many.

We thank you for the life of [ name ] for all that stretches before

[Him/Her]  - for the possibilities, joys, and discoveries you hold in store,

and for the special times we will share over the years to come,

and we ask your blessing, through Jesus, your Son, our Saviour.  Amen.
At Easter
God,  we thank you  that seeds and bulbs grow in secret
without us seeing them. 

We trust they will rise out of the earth.

We thank you for Jesus  who, though crucified, dead and buried, 

rose again for us,     make us aware of his risen presence

and  we thank you for the great message of Easter – 

Your awesome triumph over the forces of darkness and the power of evil

We thank you for your promise to be with us  always to the end of time

meet with us when life is hard, and our faith weak,

and grant that despite appearances, your purpose continues unchanged,

your strength remains undiminished,  and your love  for us indestructible.

Speak to us your word of peace.  Amen
Alleluia . ..  Christ is risen, he is risen indeed  ...Alleluia

