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Frances Tomblin 
1794 – 1848 

 
Nurse to the Sheppard Family 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
According to the memorial in the Church at Campsea Ashe, Frances Tomblin worked for 19 years 
as “a tender and affectionate nurse” to the Sheppard family. She may not have lived in the village 
for long, but she certainly had an impact on this important local family who lived at the High 
House. 
 
It is not known where Frances was born, just that her birth occurred in 1794. Nothing is known of 
her early life at all. The first we know of her was when she became nurse to four Sheppard 
children at some point in the mid to late 1820s. John Wilson and Harriet Sheppard owned the 
High House and they had four young children, John George (b 1824), Julia Harriet (b 1825), 
Henry Wilson (b 1827) and Agnes Mary (b 1829).  
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John Wilson died in 1830 when he was just 32 years old and his six year old son inherited the 
High House, albeit through trustees. Harriet soon remarried and in 1832 she became wife of the 
Hon Rev Robert Wilson and she moved to Ashwellthorpe Hall in Norfolk. In the 1841 census 
Harriet is recorded as living at Ashwellthorpe along with Julia and Agnes, as well as two other 
children who had been born since her remarriage. There were, of course, a number of servants 
living at the Hall, including one Frances Tomlison aged 46 years. The 1841 census is notorious 
for the number of errors in the spelling of names etc and we believe this Frances is Frances 
Tomblin who has moved with Harriet to Norfolk to look after the children. 
 
In 1845 Agnes married at a very young age, 16 years, and she moved to Leamington in 
Warwickshire along with her husband, Frederick Fiddymont Wells. We believe Frances moved 
with Agnes as her death and burial is recorded at Leamington Priors. She died from apoplexy – 
bleeding from a stroke – on 1st May 1848 and was buried on the 5th May. Her death certificate 
records her as Fanny Tomblin and she was living at Beauchamp Street. A few years later Agnes is 
recorded as living at Clarendon Square – a Beauchamp Road (not Street) can still be found in 
Leamington, very close to Clarendon Square. 
 
It is believed that John George Sheppard, brother of Agnes, arranged for the memorial in the 
Church to be erected, although this has not yet been proved. It is known that Agnes was brought 
back to Campsea Ashe on her death in 1852 when just 23 years old. She is buried in the now lost 
Sheppard vault along with many other members of her family. 
 
Tim Holmes 
March 2012 
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Appendix 1 
1841 census  
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Appendix 2 
Burial Register Leamington Priors 
 
 
 

 


