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William Lowther
1821 to 1912
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William Lowther bought the High House from the Sheppard family in about 1883 and
his family became residents of Campsea Ashe for the next 66 years.

He was born on the 18th December 1821, son of Colonel Henry Cecil Lowther and
Lady Lucy Eleanor (Sherard). It is not known where he was born, but one researcher
has suggested the area known as Westmoreland, now Cumbria, and this is likely as
the family home is in this area. He was the third son of the family, his siblings being:

Augusta Mary Lowther  b ? d 1916
Constantia b ? d 1864
Henry b 1818 d 1876
Arthur b 1820 d 1855
William b 1821 d 1912
Eleanor Cecily b 1822 d 1894

Little is known about his early life, except that he was privately educated and then
went to Magdalen College, Cambridge.

As an adult he entered the Diplomatic Service, as follows:
1841 – 1852 Attaché to British Embassy in Berlin
1852 – 1858 Secretary to the Legation at Naples
1858 – 1859 Secretary to the Legation at St Petersburg
1859 – 1861 Secretary to the Legation at Berlin
1861 – 1867 Secretary to the Embassy at Berlin
1857 – 1868 Minister to Argentina.

He married Charlotte Alice Park whilst working at Naples on 17th December 1853,
although it is not known where they married.

On settling back in England the Lowthers lived initially in Mount Street, Mayfair,
London, but on receiving a bequest from his Uncle, William built Lowther Lodge in
Kensington and moved in there in 1875. It was a magnificent house which on his
death was sold to the Royal Geographical Society who still own it. However, they had
other property and spend much of the summer at the family home, Lowther Castle in
the Lake District, as well as living in France. So, the High House was one of a
portfolio of properties that the Lowthers owned.

Alice and William had a total of seven children:
James William b 1855 d 1949
Mary Eleanor b 1856 d 1929
Gerard Augustus b 1858 d 1916
Mildred Alice b 1859 d 1876
Mabel Cecily b 1862 d ?
Harold Arthur b 1864 d 1929
Henry Cecil b 1869 d 1940.

William was not idle on his return to England. As well as building Lowther Lodge he
was a JP and Deputy Lieutenant for Westmoreland and Cumberland as well as JP for
Bedfordshire and Suffolk. He was also a Director of the London and N W Railway. In
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1868 he was elected MP for Westmoreland and in 1885 he became MP for Appleby, a
seat he held until 1892.

His connection to Campsea Ashe was through his purchase of the High House. On the
death of John George Sheppard the High House was put up for sale and it is believed
there was much interest in the property, William being the successful purchaser.

It is not known how often William and Alice visited the village. They spent time at
their family home in Cumbria, at their London home, Lowther Lodge, and it is
believed they also had property in France. However, when they were here they were
active members of the community. The school log books, for example, record that
William was one of the Managers and he signed the Log Books having checked the
registers were in order. His wife was also a regular and welcome visitor. Generally
their visits seem to be in October and November.

The family certainly had close connections to the Church as there are numerous
memorials both in the Church and outside in the Churchyard. Most notable, perhaps,
is the beautiful East window which was erected by William and Alice’s children in
their memory.

William was certainly wealthy, although it is not known where his wealth came from.
His father died in 1867 and according to the Probate Calendar he left ‘under £30000.
This was a considerable sum, of course, and it is not known who benefited from it.
William was the third son and so it is unlikely that he inherited all this amount. We
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know he received a legacy from his Uncle, the second Earl of Lonsdale, who was a
wealthy man. He was a bachelor and it is possible he left much of his estate to
William. He certainly left enough for William to build Lowther Lodge at a cost of
around £36000. At his death William left the princely sum of £447395, around £8
million in current terms.
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James William Lowther
1855 – 1949
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James William was eldest son of William and he took over ownership of the High
House until his death in 1949 at the ripe old age of 93 years. He was educated at Eton
College and later Kings College London where he took an AKC (Associateship of
Kings College). He then studied classics and law at Trinity College, Cambridge. In
1879 he became a barrister eventually becoming a Bencher of the Inner Temple in
1906.

James was better known as an MP, particularly as Speaker of the House. He entered
Parliament in 1883 as MP for Rutland and later sat for Penrith from 1886 to 1921. He
held various posts, including:
• 4th Charity Commissioner (1887)
• Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (1891 – 1892)
• Chairman of Ways and Means and Deputy Speaker (1895 – 1905)
• Speaker of the House of Commons (1905 – 1921).

James received various honours. In 1898 he was appointed to the Privy Council and in
1921 when he retired as Speaker of the House, he was created 1st Viscount Ullswater
of Campsea Ashe. He was appointed a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath
(GCB) in 1921. He also held degrees of DCL form University of Oxford, LL.D from
Cambridge and DCL from University of Leeds.

James married Mary Frances Beresford-Hope on 1st March 1886 and they had one
son, Major Christopher William Lowther (1887 – 1935). On his death on 27th March
1949, his viscountcy went to his great-grandson.

As with his father, James was active in the village and generally well respected by
those who remember him. He was Manager at the school and was a regular visitor
there.
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Other members of William’s family
Mary Eleanor Rose
1856 – 1929
Mary was the eldest child of William and Alice. She married Paul Vicugue on 29th

April 1897 who worked for the French Diplomatic Service. It is believed she lived
most of her married life in France. She died on 14th August 1929.

Gerard Augustus
1858 – 1916
Like his father, Gerard was also a Diplomat. He was educated at Harrow and entered
the Diplomatic Service in 1879 serving in a variety of places including Tokyo,
Budapest, Washington, Santiago, Tangier and Constantinople. He had various
honours, the most important of which was when he was made a Baronet in 1914. He
married Alice Blight in 1905 and they had three children – Edith Alice b 1906,
Gladys Mabel b 1908 and Violet Eleanor  b 1910.

Gerard died in 1916 aged 58 and was buried in Campsea Ashe Church, his monument
being amongst the most elaborate in the churchyard. He died a wealthy man his estate
being worth £210837.
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The Times
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New York Times
1916
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Mildred Alice
1859 – 1876
Little is known about Mildred other than that she died on 8th September 1876.

Mabel Cecily
1862 - ?
As with Mildred, little is known about Mabel. Born in 1862 she married James Bey
on 3rd May 1912 and thereafter the trail goes cold.

Harold Arthur
1864 – 1929
Born on the 23rd July, Harold gained the rank of Lieutenant in the 3rd Battalion,
Bedfordshire regiment. He died on the 20th December 1929 and is buried at Campsea
Ashe.

Henry Cecil
1869 – 1940
Much more is known about the youngest child. He was born in Ampthill on 27th

January 1869 and was usually known by his middle name, Cecil. He married a widow
Dorothy Maude Isabel Harvey on 28th June 1920 and he was a military man serving in
the Boer War between 1899 – 1902. He was decorated with the DSO, CB and CVO.
He also fought in the First World War and was Brigade Commander between 1914 –
1915. He was wounded during the war. By 1919 he had been made Honorary Major-
General and was eventually invested as a Knight Commander, Order of St Michael
and St George (KCMG).

Henry was MP for Appleby from 1915 to 1918 and for Penrith and Cockermouth
1921 to 1922. He died in Basingstoke on 1st November 1940 and is buried at Campsea
Ashe.
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Lowther Burials at Campsea Ashe

Ange Lowther 1873 – 1939
Gerard Lowther Husband of Ange

Gerard Augustus Lowther 1858 – 1916

Harold Arthur Lowther 1864 – 1929

Henry Cecil Lowther 1869 – 1940
William Lowther Father of Henry Cecil

James William Lowther 1855 – 1949
William Lowther Father of James William
Alice Lowther Mother of James William
Baron Wensleydale Grandfather of James William

William Lowther 1821 – 1912
Henry Cecil Lowther Father of William Lowther
Eleanor Lowther Mother of William


